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SUBJECT: "IRON ORE" DISCOVERIES IN SIND NEAR THANO 
BULLA KHAN 

1. KARACHI PRESS DURING FEB AND MARCH HAS CARRIED NUMBER 
REPORTS CONCERNING DISCOVERY "HIGH GRADE IRON 

ORE DEPOSITS" NEAR VILLAGE OF THANO BULLA KHAN SOME 90 
MILES NORTHEAST OF KARACHI. MOST RECENT ARTICLE, CONTAINED 
KARACHI DAWN MARCH 19, REPORTED EXTENSIVE DEPOSITS WITH 
FERROUS CONTENT OF ORE AT 59.4 PERCENT, AND STATED QUALITY OF 
ORE BETTER THAN THAT TO BE IMPORTED FROM AUSTRALIA FOR SOVIET 
STEEL MILL. SOME SENIOR WPIDC OFFICIALS HAVE ALSO EXPRESSED 
ENTHUSIASM OVER NEW IRON ORE DEPOSIT TO CONGENOFF. 

2. DURING CHECK ON ACCURACY ABOVE REPORTS WITH SENIOR 
WPIDC GEOLOGIST, DPO WAS INFORMED THAT NEWSPAPER REPORTS 
BASED ON INFORMATION OF NON-PROFESSIONALS, AND WERE BOTH 
MISLEADING AND CONFUSING. ACCORDING GEOLOGIST, WHO 

HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THANO BULLA KHAN SITE, DEPOSITS IN 
QUESTION ARE INHYACT OF LOW GRADE LATERITE WITH AVERAGE 
FERROUS CONTENT OF ONLY 20 PERCENT. ONLY SELECTED BOULDERS 
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ALTHOUGH EXTENDING OVER FAIRLY WIDE AREA, ONLY FEW INCHES 
TO SIX FEET IN DEPTH, AND NOT LIKELY YIELD MORE THAN FEW 
HUNDRED THOUSAND TONS "ORE". 

3. COMMENT: LATERITE OF THIS QUALITY NOT CONSIDERED AS IRON 
ORE BY WPIDC AND IS APPRECIABLY LOWER IN FERROUS CONTENT 
THAN LARGE RESERVES OF LOW GRADE ORE ALREADY PROVED OUT 
AT KALABAGH AND ELSEWHERE. WPIDC BELIEVES COPPER DEPOSITS 
IN BALUCHISTAN NOW UNDER EXPLORATION BY WPIDC AND GEOLOGIC 
SURVEY OF PAKISTAN OF MUCH GREATER POTENTIAL IMPORTANCE. 

4. AIRGRAM FOLLOWS WITH MORE DETAILS CONCERNING RECENT 
MINERAL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES. 

TIGER 
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